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Dear Member,  

ANNUAL MEMBERS MEETING – 10 JULY  

You are cordially invited to the Annual Members’ Meeting of Bledington Community Shop 
Limited on Thursday 10th July at 5.30 pm in the Bledington Village Hall. 
 
Bledington Shop is a Community Benefit Society, which means that it is constituted to 
benefit the local community and not just its members. At our Annual Meeting we will give 
an update on recent trading that will supplement the Annual Report which you can find in 
this pack. We will discuss the impact of our new extension and recent improvements in the 
shop & café including the new vegetable chiller and the quick-cook oven.   
 
If you are unable to attend in person, please use the opportunity to vote beforehand online, 
by email, or posting your vote in the box at the shop. 
 
We are always looking for additional helpers in the shop, so please get in touch if you wish 
to join the team. We are also currently looking for an addition member of the management 
committee. Please contact me for further information if you are interested. 
 
I look forward to seeing many of you at our Annual Meeting. 

Graeme Ferrero  

 
Chairman, BCSL  
chair@bledingtonshop.com  
07876 447430  



  
 email: votes@bledingtonshop.com 
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Annual Members Meeting Voting Form 2025 
 
Please cast your vote for resolutions 1 – 5 as set out below.   
The management committee recommend voting FOR all resolutions.  

 
You can vote online at https://bledingtonshop.com/AMM2025/ 
 or by using the QR code and following the VOTE NOW link: 
 
Resolutions        For         Against     

1. To approve the minutes of the 2024 Annual Members 
Meeting 

  

2. To receive the Report of the Directors and the Annual 
Accounts of the Society for the period 1 April 2024 to 
31 March 2025 

  

3. Sandra Ziles stands down at this AMM and, being 
eligible, offers herself for re-election 

  

4. To re-appoint David Cadwallader & Co Ltd as the 
Society’s Independent Examiner 

  

5. To disapply Section 83 of the Co-Operative and 
Community Benefit Societies Act 2014 (duty to 
appoint auditors) for Bledington Community Shop Ltd 

  

 
By submitting this voting form, I understand that I will count towards the quorum at the 
Annual Meeting.   
 
I expect to attend the Annual Meeting on Thursday 10th July in person.   YES / NO 
 
 
 
Member’s Name…………………………………………….   
 
 
Email………………………………………………….. 
 
 
Signature………………………………………………..……….    
 
 
Date ……………………………………………………..………..  
 
Please return online, by hand to the ballot box, or by post to:   
 
Voting Forms       
Bledington Community Shop Ltd 
Church Lane 
Bledington, OX7 6XB 
votes@bledingtonshop.com 
 

Please return by 6pm Wed 9th July 

mailto:enquiries@bledingtonshop.com


 

Bledington Community Shop Limited  
Minutes of the Annual Members’ Meeting  

Held in the Village Hall at 6.30 pm on 11 July 2024 

1. Welcome Graeme Ferrero, Chair of the Board, welcomed 16 members to the meeting. The 
presence of five committee members, along with 55 proxy votes, ensured the meeting was quorate. 

2. Minutes of the 2023 AMM A motion to approve the minutes of the 2023 Annual Members’ 
Meeting was proposed and approved. 

3. Chairman’s Report Graeme Ferrero thanked the management committee for their dedication and 
acknowledged the valuable contributions of retiring member Andrew Packe. He welcomed new 
member David Bowditch to the Management Committee.  He thanked the Manager for her hard 
work during the year as well as the assistant manager.  He announced the recruitment of a new 
assistant manager starting in July.  He reported that we now have one full time manager, two part 
time managers and some paid youth jobs at the weekend.  In his report, Graeme reviewed the 
questions that were asked at the AGM last year and updated members on progress.   

Graeme thanked the volunteers for all their hard work over the year.  Volunteer recruitment is always 
a concern. We get around 30 volunteers each month, although a few core volunteers tend to do the 
majority of the hours.  We always welcome new faces to the team and we are pleased to have seen a 
number of new faces this year.  There are a wide range of roles for volunteers including social media, 
administration, advice, maintenance as well as working regularly in the shop.   

Further thanks were given to those who have supported the shop during the year.  

4. Treasurer’s Report The Treasurer elaborated on financial performance, noting a net profit of 
£6,000, after writing off many of the capital costs during the year.  Performance was strong last year.  
As always, turnover depends on the weather and the Treasurer showed graphs which demonstrated 
this effect.  He also showed the positive impact of fresh fruit and vegetable sales during summer 
months as well as the increase in sales after winning the Countryside Alliance award.  The solar 
panels are also making a positive contribution in reduced electricity spend.  

5. Membership Report An overview of membership statistics was provided, indicating a total of 305 
members at the start of the year. Two of our members died during the year and three people joined 
bringing our total members to 306. Tribute was paid to the Late Sheila and Gillian Truslove, who 
both were generous supporters and customers of the shop.  During the next year we will tidy the 
membership list and remove members who moved from the village and are no longer in touch.   

6. Society’s Annual Accounts 2023 – 2024 The resolution to receive the Society’s Annual Accounts 
was proposed and approved. 

7. Election of Members of the Management Committee Some existing committee members (Valerie 
Berman & Alan Turner) stood down as required after serving three years and were re-elected.  David 
Bowditch was co-opted onto Committee last year and was elected this year. Graeme stressed that 
we welcome new people onto the committee and encouraged anyone interested to come forward.  



8. Section 83 of the Cooperative and Community Benefit Societies Act 2014 A resolution to disapply 
Section 83 of the Cooperative and Community Benefit Societies Act 2014 (duty to appoint auditors) 
for the Society was adopted. 

9. Appointment of David Cadwallader & Co The appointment of David Cadwallader & Co Ltd as the 
Society’s Independent Examiner was proposed and approved. 

10. Other Business Various matters were discussed, including the new extension.  The building 
works are on target and the extension should be open by September.  At the same time we are 
exploring improving the car park to reduce flooding when it rains and to smooth lorry access to the 
main road.  Sandra Ziles reported on plans for the extension which includes seating for 20 people, a 
soft seating area, a new fast cooking oven. The interior shop layout will be improved. Special thanks 
to David Bowditch who is building much of the interior of the shop and café. The opening ceremony 
with Adam Henson, was confirmed for Saturday September 7th.  

Questions asked included: 
 
What outdoor covering will there be on the new terrace? 
Will breakfasts be served in the new café? 
Will the Post Office move from the pub?  

 

The meeting ended at 7.50 PM, with attendees thanked for their participation and support. 

Prepared by: Benjamin Ball, Secretary.  Approved by: Graeme Ferrero 

 






























